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BES 

Be'rgmote. n.f. [of bcpj, a mountain, and mote, a meeting, 
Saxon.] A court held upon a hill for deciding controverfies 
among the Derbyfhire miners. Blount. 

To Berhy'me. v. a. [from rhyme . ] To celebrate in rhyme, or 
verfes : a word a* contempt. 

Now is he for the numbers that Petrarch flow’d in : Laura to 
his lady was but a kitchen wench ; many, lhc had a better 
love to berhyme her. Shakcfp. Romeo and Juliet. 

I fought no homage from the race that write ; 

I kept, like Afian monarchs, from their fight : 

Poems I heeded, now berhymed fo long. 

No more than thou, great George ! a birthday fong. Pope. 
Berli'k. n.f. [from Berlin , the city where they were firft made.] 

A coach of a particular form. 

Beware of Latin authors all ! 

Nor think your verfes ftcrling. 

Though with a golden pen you fcrawl. 

And fcribble in a her l in. Swift. 

BERME. n.f. [Fr. In fortification.] A fpacc of ground three, 
four, or five feet wide, left without between the foot of the 
rampart and the fide of the mote, to prevent the earth from 
falling down into the mote ; and fometimes it is palifadoed. . 

Harris. 

To Bero'b. v. a. [from rob.] To rob; to plunder; to wrong 
any, by taking away fomething from him by Health or vio- 
lence. 

She faid, all dcareft lord ! what evil flar 
On you hath frown’d, and pour’d his influence bad. 

That of yourfclf you thus berobbed are. Fairy fftcen, b. viii. 
BE'RRY. n. f [bejug. Sax. from bepan, to bear.] Any fmall 
fruit, with many feeds or fmall ftones. 

She fmote the ground, the which ftraight forth did yield 
A fruitful olive tree, with berries fpread. 

That all the gods admir’d. Spenf. Mnopotmos. 

The ftrawberry grows underneath the nettle, 

And wholefome berries thrive and ripen beft, 

Neighbour’d by fruit of bafeft quality. Shakefp. Henry \ . 
To Be'rry. v. u. [from the noun.] i o bear berries. 
Be'rxy-bearinc Gin-, [cedrus bacciferaf] 

The leaves arc fquamofc, fomewhat like thofe of the cyprels. 
The katkins, or male flowers, are produced at remote diftances 
from the fruit on the fame tree. The fruit is a berry, indof- 
in«r three hard feeds in each. The fpecics are, i . The yellow 
berry-bearing cedar. 2. The Phoenician cedar. T hefe trees are 
propagated by lowing their berries, which are brought fiom t le 
Streights, in boxes of light fandy earth ; but they are at pre- 
fent very rare, and only to be found in fomc curious old collec- 
tions. The wood is of great ufe in the Levant, is large tim- 
ber, and may lie thought the fhittim-wood mentioned in the 
Scripture, of which many of the ornaments to the famous tem- 
ple of Solomon were made. It is accounted excellent for carv- 
ing, and cftcemed equal almoft to any fort of timber for its 
durablencis. 

Bf.'rry-bearing Orach. See Mulberry blight. 

Bert, is the fame with out bright-, in the Latin, illujlns and 
elarus. So Ecbert, eternally famous, _or bright i 
conquerour. And fhe who was termed by the Germans Bertha, 
was by the Greeks called Eudoxia, as is obferved by Lintprandus. 
Of the fame fort were thefe, Fheedrus, Epihamus , , Phot, us, 
Lampridius , Fulgentius , lllujlnus. Gibfon s Camden. 

Berth, n.f [with failors.] See Birth. , , r 

Be'rtram. n.f. [pyrethrum, Lat.] A fort of herb, caJed alfo 

Be'ry T! n!f 0 [beryllus, Lat. ] A kind of precious ftone. 

May thv billows roul afliore 

The beryl and the golden ore. 0n% 

The beryl of our lapidaries is only a fine fort of cornelian, 
of a more deep bright red, fometimes with a call of yellow, 

and more tranfparent than the common cornelian. 

IVoodwarcf s Method of Foffds. 

To Bfscre'en. [from/-™.] To cover with a fereen ; 

tofhclter; to conceal. 

What man art thou, that thus befercend in night. 

So (tumble!! on mv counfel ? Shakcfp. Romeo and Juliet. 
To Bese'ech. ». a. pret I b, fought, I have befought. [from r c- 

i. To emreaT^W X’pplSte ; to implore; fometimes before a 

^fueech you, Sir, pardon me; it is only a letter from my 
hroth/r tint I have not all over-read. Shakcfp. King Lear . 

I befeech thee for my fon Onefimus, whom I ^begotten in 

my bonds. , . , 

I in the anguifli of my heart, befeech you 
To quit the dreadful purpofi of your foul. JUJU ‘ CM. 
i To beg; to afk ; before a thing. 

2 * 6 ’ But Eve fell humble, and befought 

His peace, anti thus proceeded in her plaint. Par. Lojl. b. x. 
Bcfcnc* I come to .Item, I ir/rrrf, your pat.ence, whtUH 

fneak fomething to ouifelves here prefent. . 

To BeseTm. A [beziemtn. Dutch. J To becomes to be lit; 
10 Whm formof fpccch, or behaviour, hftmetb us in our pray- 


ers to Almighty God ? Hooker , b. v. & i, 

Th : s overflight 

Befeems thee r.ot, in whom fucli virtues fpring. 

Fairfax, b. i. flanx. 78. 
Verona’s ancient citizens 
Call by their brave befeeming ornaments. 

Shakcfp. Romeo and Juliet. 
What thoughts he had, befeems not me to fay ; 

Though fomc furmife he went to faft and pray. Dryden. 
Bese'en. particip. [from be fie. Skinner. This word I have only 
found in Spenfer .] Adapted ; adjufted ; becoming. 

Forth came that ancient lord and aged queen, 

Armed in antique robes down to the ground. 

And fad habiliments, right well befeen. Fairy Sfhuen, b. i. 
To Bese't. v. a. pret. I bejet-, I have befet. [bepxran. Sax.] 

1. To befiege; to hem in; to inclofe, as with a fiege. 

Follow him that’s fled ; 

The thicket is befet, he cannot ’fcape. Shakef. T. G. of Ver. 

Now, Caefar, let thy troops befet our gates, 

And barr each avenue 

Cato {hall open to himfelf a paffage. Addifou’s Cato. 

I know thou look’ft on me, as on a wretch 
Befet with ills, and cover’d with misfortunes. Addif. Cate. 

2. To embarrafs ; to perplex ; to entangle without any means of 
efcape. 

Now, daughter Sylvia, you are hard befet. 

Shakcfp. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
Thus Adam, fore befet, rcply’d. Alilton's Par. Lojl , b. x. 
Sure, or I read her vifage much amifs. 

Or grief befets her hard. Rowe's Jane Shore. 

We be in this world befet with fundry unealincfles, diftracled 
with different defires. Locke. 

3. To waylay ; to furround. 

Draw forth thy weapon ; we’re befet with thieves ; 

Refcue thy miftrefs. Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

The only righteous in a world perverfc, 

And therefore hated, therefore fo befet 
With foes, for daring Angle to be juft. Paradife Lojl, b. xi. 
True fortitude I take to be the quiet poffcffion of a man’s felf, 
and an undifturbed doing his duty, whatever evil befets, or dan- 
ger lies in his way. Locke. 

4. To fall upon ; to harrafs. 

But they him fpying, both with greedy force 
At once upon him ran, and him bejet 
With ftrokes of mortal ftecl. Fairy Qticen, b. ii. cant, ii; 
To Beshre'w. v. a. [The original of this word is fomewhat ob- 
feure ; as it evidently implies to wijh ill, fomc derive it from 
befehryen , Germ, to enchant. Topfel, in his Book of Animals, 
deduces it from the Jhrew moufe, an animal, fays he, fo poifo- 
nous, that its bite is a fevere curfe. A Jhrew likewife figiufies 
a fcolding woman ; but its origin is not known.] 

1 . To wilh a curfe to. 

Nay, quoth the cock ; but I bejhrew us both, 

If I believe a faint upon his oath. Dryden s Fables* 

2. To happen ill to. 

Bejhrew thee, coufin, which did’ft lead me forth 
Of that fweet way I was in to defpair. Shakefp. Rickard U. 

Now much bejhrew my manners, and my pride, 

If Hermia meant to fay Lyfander lied. Shakefp. 

Beside. Xp re p. [from A’ and fide.] 

Besides, y 1 

1 . At the fide of another ; near. 

Befide the hearfe a fruitful palmtree grows. 

Ennobled fince by this great funeral. Fairfax, h. w.fl. 7 ?- 
He caufed me to fit down befide him. Bacon’s N. Atlantis. 

At his right hand. Victory . 

Sat eaglc-wing’d : befide him hung his bow. Par. Lojl, b. vi. 
Fair Lavinia fled the fire 

Before the gods, and ftood befide her fire. Dryden’ s A Encid . 

Fair is the kingcup that in meadow blows ; < 

Fair is the daify that befide her grows. Gay s Pajlorats. 

Now under hanging mountains, 

Befide the falls of fountains. 

Unheard, unknown, _ . c , r -i;„ 

He makes his moan. Pop/ s St. Caaba. 

2 . Over and above. 

Doubtlcfs, in man there is a nature found, 

Befide the fenfes, and above them far. Sir J- Dav,f f\ 

In brutes, befides the exercife of fenfitive perception and 
~n * thie are lodged 

g, Wc C may be fure there were great numbers of We 
learned men, befide thofe whofe names are in the : chnftian 
CO,*, who ,00k care ,o 

Precepts of morality, befides the natural corrupuon of our 
tempers, are abided from > dea j^ f ^ ihe Geerg!c ks. 

3. Not according to, though not contrary , as v c M , 
things are befide nature, fome are contrary to nature. 

•i he Stoicks did hold a neccffary connexion of cades , 
they believed, that God doth a* prater V contra ^uram, 
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fiiis and againft nature. 


Bramhall a gain ft Hobbes. 
To fay” 1 tiling is a chance, as it relates to fecond caufcs, fig- 
ni fies no more, than that there are fome events befide the know- 
ledge, purpofe, expectation, and power ot iecond caufes. South 
Providence often difpofos of things by a method befide, and 
above the difcovcrics of man’s reafon. houW. 

It is befide my prefent bufinefs to enlarge upon tins ipecula- 
J Locke* 


2. To harden or dry in fmoke. fmoke or foot. 

To Besmu't. v. a. [from fimut. J 1 o biacKen wuu 


tion. 


Out of; in a ftate of deviating from. 

You are too wilful blame, 


And, fince your coming here, have done „ J[r 

Enough to put him quite befides his patience. Shaktjp. M. I • 
Of vagabonds wc fay. 

That they are ne’er befide their way. Fludibras, f 
Thefe may ferve as landmarks, to thew what lies in the di- 
rect way of truth, or is quite bcjidcs it. Locke, 

r Before a reciprocal pronoun, out of ; as, befide himfelf ; out ot 
the order of rational beings ; out of his wits. 

They be carried befides themfelves , to whom the dignity of 
puhlick prayer doth not difeover fomewhat more fitnefe iumen 
of gravity, than in children. Hooker ,b. ii. § 31* 

Only be patient, till wc have appeas’d 
The multitude, befide themfelves with fear. Shakefp. J ■ C.afi. 
Fcftus faid with a loud voice, Paul, thou art befide thyjelf : 
much learning doth make thee mad. Aits, xxvi. 24. 

£ ESIDE ’ lack,. 

Besides. 5 

1. More than that ; over and above. 

If Caflio do remain, 

He hath a daily beauty in his life, 

That makes me ugly ; and, befides, the Moor 

May unfold me to him ; there ftand I in peril. Othello. 

Befides, you know not, while you here attend, 

Th’ unworthy fate of your unhappy friend. Dryden’ s /En. 

That man that doth not know thofe things, which are of ne- 
cefiity for him to know, is but an ignorant man, whatever lie 
may know befides. TtHotfon, ferm. i. 

Some wondered, that the Turk never attacks this treafury. 
But, bcfiiles, that he has attempted it formerly with no fuccefs, 
it is certain the Venetians keep too watchful an eye. 

Addifons Remarks on Italy. 

2. Not in this number ; beyond this clafs ; not included here. 

And die men faid unto Lot, haft thou here any befides ? 

Genejis, xix. 12. 

Oudaws and robbers, who break with all die world befides, 
muft keep faith among themfelves. Locke. 

All that we feel of it, begins and ends 
In the fmall circle of our foes or friends ; 

To all befide as much an empty Blade, 

An Eugene living, as a Caefar dead. Pope's Effiay on Man. 

And dead, as living, ’tis our author’s pride 
Still to charm thofe who charm the world befide. Pope. 
Besi'dfry. n.f. A fpecics of pear, which fee. 

To Besi'ege. v. a. [from fiege.] To beleaguer; to lay fiege 
to ; to befet with armed forces ; to endeavour to win a town 
or fortrefs, by furrounding it with an army, and forcing the 
defendants, cidicr by violence or famine, to give admiflion. 

And he {hall befiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and 
fenced walls come down. Deut. xxviii. 52. 

1 he queen, with all the northern earls and lords. 

Intend hero to befiege you in your caftle. Shakefp. Henry V I. 
Besi'eger. n.f. [from befiege f\ One employed in a fiege. 
There is hardly a town taken, in the common forms, where 
the befiegers have not the worfe of the bargain. Swift. 

To Bkslu beer. v. a. [from fiulber.~\ Todawb; to fmear. 

He perfuaded us to tickle our nofes with fpeargrafs, and make 
them bleed ; and then bcfiuhber our garments with it, and fwcar 
it was the blood of true men. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

To Besme'ar. v. a. [from fmear.] 

1. 1 o bedawb ; to overfpread with fomething that {ticks on. 

He lay as in a dream of deep delight, 

Prfmeaf d With precious balm, whofe virtuous might 
Did heal his wounds. Fairy fpueen, b. i. cant, ii, 

1 hat face of his I do remember well ; 

Yet when I flaw it laft, it was befimeard 

As £ Ia k k » ? V uIcan • Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

r lrlt Moloch ! horrid king ! befimear'd with blood 
Ol human facrifice, and parents tears. Paradife Lojl, b. i. 

Her fainting hand let fall the fword, befmear’d 
With blood. gj r < 

Her gulliing blood the pavement all befmear’d. 

2. To foil ; to foul. J 


Be ; som. n. j. [bej-m, bej-ma, oaxon.j An inftruinent to hveep 

W Bacon commended an old man that fold If ms: ? proud 
voung fellow came to him for a bejom upon truil ; trie old m... 
faid, borrow of thy back and belly, they will never alk thee a- 
gain ; I {hall dun thee every day. Bacon s 

I will fweep it with the befiom of deftrudtion, faith the Lor 
ofholls Ifiaiah, xiv. 22. 

To°Be°so’rt. [from fort.] To fuit; to fit; to become. 

Such men as may befort your a ge. 

And know themfelves and you. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Eeso'rt. n.f. [from the verb.] Company; attendance; train. 

I crave fit difpofition for my wife. 

With fuch accommodation and befort. 

As levels with her breeding. Shakcfp. Othello. 

To Beso't. v. a. [from fot .] r 

1. To infatuate ; to ftupify ; to dull ; to take away the fenfes. 

Swinilh gluttony 

Ne’er looks to heav’n amidft his gorgeous fcaft, 

But, with befiotted bafe ingratitude. 

Crams and blafphemes his feeder. Milton. 

Or fools befiotted with their crimes, 

That know not how to fhift betimes. Hudibras, p. in. c. 11. 
He is befiotted , and has loft his reafon ; and what then can 
there be for religion to take hold of him by. South. 

2. To make to doat. 

Paris, you fpeak 

Like one befiotted on your fweet delights. 

Shakejp. Troilus and Crejfida. 

Truft not thy beauty ; but reftore the prize. 

Which he, befiotted on that face and eyes. 

Would rend from us. Dryden’ s Fables, 

Beso'ught. [part. pajfive of befeech-, which fee.] 

Haftcn to appeafe 
Th’ incenfcd Father, and th’ incenfed Son, 

While pardon may be found, in time befought. 

Milt. Paradife Lojl , b. v. 1 . 848. 
To Bespa'ngle. v. a. [from fpanglef] To adorn with fpan- 
glcs ; to bcfprinklc with fomething fhining. 

Not Berenice’s locks firft rofe fo bright. 

The heav’ns befpangling with difhevcll’d light. Pope. 

To Bespa'tter. v. a. [from fipatter .] To loil by throwing 
filth ; to fpot or fprinkle with dirt or water. 

Thofe who will not take vice into their bofoms, {hall yet 
have it bcfpatter theirfaces. Government of the Tongue, § 5. 

His weapons are the fame which women and children ufe ; 
a pin to fcratch, and a fquirt to bcfpatter. Swift , lett. lxix. 

Fair Britain, in the monarch bleft. 

Whom never faction could bcfpatter. Swift. 

To Bf.spa'wl. v. a. [from fpawl .] To dawb with fpittle. 

To Bespe'ak. v. a. I befpoke, or befpake ; I have befpoke, or be- 
fpoken. [from fpeak.'] 

1. To order, or entreat any thing beforehand, or againft a future 
time. 

If you will marry, make your loves to me ; 

My lady is befpoke. Shakefp. King Lear, 

Here is the cap your worfhip did lefpeak. 

Shakcfp. Taming of the Shrew. 
When Baboon came to Strutt’s eftate, his tradefmen waited 
upon him, to befpeak his cultom. Arbuthnot's Hift. ofj. Bull. 

A heavy writer was to be encouraged, and accordingly many 
thoufand copies were befpoke. Swift. 

2. To make way by a previous apology. 

My preface looks as if I were afraid of my reader, by fo te- 
dious a befpeaking of him. " Dryden. 

3. To forebode ; to tell fomething beforehand. 



Denham. 
Dryden. 

My honour would not let ingratitude 
So much befmear it. ~ Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

To Besaii rch. o. To foil ; to difcolour. 

Perhaps he loves you now. 

And now no foil of cautcl doth befmirch 

The virtue of his will. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

W V ur g a ynefs, and our gilt, are all befmirch' d 

With rainy marching in the painful field. Shakefp. Henrv V 
To Besmo'ke. [ from f„J e j JP’ nenr y v • 

1. l o foul with fmoke. 


: chiefly poetical. 

With hearty words her knight {he ’gan to chear. 

And, in her modeft manner, thus befpake , 

Dear knight. Fairy .‘Zhiecn, b. i. cant. i. flanz. 8. 

At length with indignation thus he broke 
His awful filence, and the powers befpoke. Dryden. 

Then {taring on her with a ghaftjy look. 

And hollow voice, he thus the queen befpoke. Dryden. 

5. To betoken; to fhew. J 

When the abbot of St. Martin was born, he had fo little of 
the figure of a man, that it bej'poke him rather a monlter. Locke. 
He has difpatch’d me hence. 

With orders that befpeak a mind compos’d. Addifons Cato 
Bespeaker. n.f. [from befpeak.] He that befpeaks any thing 
They mean not with love to the beffeaker of the work, but 
delight in the work itfelf. JVottons Architecture 

or fiS Cfrom/ ^ ] T ° m ^with fpccklJ; 

llZK™' V ' a ’ ^ r ,° m fP™-\ To ^wb with fpew or vomit. 
To Bespi'ce. *. a. [from>„.] To feafon with fpices. 

. Thou might’ll befpice a cup 

I o give mine enemy alafting wink. Shakefp. Winter’s Talc. 

To 
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